
WASTE MANAGEMENT

SMRT's waste management culture

SMRT's waste management includes the collection, transport, 
processing, recycling and disposal of waste materials. With an 
emphasis on prevention, reuse and recycling, we aim to decrease 
the amount of waste generated in the ®rst place.

Prevention
�t Switching from Styrofoam
 to paper cups

�t Inculcating a culture of using
 water wisely

Reuse
�t Making planters with steel poles
 salvaged from refurbished trains

�t Fabricating benches from old train seats
 and worn wooden sleepers

Recycling
�t Using recycled paper for printed material

�t Placing paper recycling bins at of®ces

�t Recycling printer toner cartridges
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Disposal
Maintenance of station facilities and 
trains generates a diverse variety of 
waste products ranging from cardboards, 
oil related products to worn out parts like 
batteries and huge motors, etc.

Being an environmentally responsible 
company, SMRT takes pride in the proper 
disposal of waste products despite 
incurring additional cost or longer 
processing time at times.

Batteries

Lead-Acid and Nickel-Cadmium batteries 
are used widely in SMRT to provide 
emergency backup supply.

The former is used mainly in all SMRT 
buses and taxis and in Uninterruptible  
Power System (UPS) located in the 
substation rooms to power essential 
station loads and the latter inside moving 
trains to power the train emergency 
service system.

As some of these batteries contained 
elements which are toxic in nature, they 
are either returned to the manufacturers 
for recycling or disposed off by NEA 
licensed vendors when they reached the 
end of their useful service life.

Bogie Wash Plant

The Bogie wash plant located in the Rolling Stock 
Workshop is meant for washing of the bogie and 
all other greasy and dusty train parts during the 
overhaul service. During the wash, grease and 
particulates are removed from the train parts and the 
water is then discharged into a big collecting tank.  

Through natural settling of the heavier materials (i.e. 
the dust and grease particulates) at the bottom of 
the tank and a simple ®ltration system, the water is 
recycled and reused for rinsing.
 
After a period of time when the condition of the water 
deteriorates and is no longer effective in cleaning 
the train parts, the dirty water and solid particulate 
waste will be removed by a licensed waste disposal 
vendor for disposal through incineration.


